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Press Release – May 3rd, 2011
Rotherham Rotary Roundwalk 2011 report.

For the first time in its 31 year history the Rotherham Rotary Roundwalk has seen a lady finishing in first place.

Megan Collins and Liam Clark walked the 25 mile course together crossing the line near Rotherham Minster in under five hours, bettering their 2010 time by 17 minutes in conditions which were ideal for country walking. They received the winners’ trophies, the Sheldon Rowley Memorial Salver and the Rotary Plate respectively from Rotary President Ray Boocock and men’s record holder (4 hrs 6 mins.) Stephen Wraith. In the absence of last year’s winner Lee Carratt through injury, their nearest competition was from Simon Holt who was third across the line four minutes behind, but he never threatened the leaders. Third male was Roundwalk regular Ken Cawthorne who uncharacteristically had taken a wrong turning, though he said he could not have improved on his placing.

Finishing some 50 minutes behind Megan were second placed lady Michelle Eddison and Janet Clark who finished third as she did in 2010.

Earlier in the day the Mayor of Rotherham, Cllr. Rose McNeely, had set around 50 walkers on their way down Bridgegate, some of them just out for to enjoy a day in lovely weather in the Rotherham countryside with the bluebells all out, on the 12 mile Ramble. Those doing the 25 mile Challenge Walk however all seemed to be enthusiastic walkers with the last group finishing in a creditable 7 hrs 15 mins.
All the entrants made a contribution to local charities, and event organiser John Wadsworth said they should have made over £500, somewhat disappointing compared with previous years but not unexpected after the cancellation of the Rotherham Walking Festival.

Results:

Male: 1st
Liam Clark
4 hours 53 mins

2nd
Simon Holt
4 hours 57  mins

3rd
Kenneth Cawthorne
5 hours 19 mins

Female: 1st
Megan Collins
4 hours 53 mins

2nd
Michelle Eddison
5 hours 41 mins

3rd
Janet Clark
5 hours 44 mins.

John Wadsworth.
